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Introduction  
 

Pediatric global health has seen tremendous growth over the past 20 years. This has 
occurred for many reasons, including a deep desire by many to participate in advancing 
health equity worldwide. In 2020, the WHO estimates that around 5 million children 
under age five across the globe died, mostly from preventable and treatable causes; 
roughly half of those deaths occurred in sub-Saharan Africa. The solutions lie in an 
array of global interventions that prevent disease and provide both immediate relief and 
incremental long-term change. The CHOP David N. Pincus Global Health 
fellowship trains leaders in pediatric global health who will be equipped to 
contribute to these solutions.  
 
The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) established the David N. Pincus Global 
Health Fellowship in 2008 to train future leaders in the field of pediatric global health. 
Together with our founding benefactor, David N. Pincus, CHOP launched the fellowship 
to address significant challenges to global child health, including fragmented access to 
pediatric care, suboptimal pediatric medical care in strained healthcare systems, a 
scarcity of pediatric-trained local health workforce and gaps in pediatric research. The 
CHOP David N. Pincus Global Health Fellowship is a three-year academic 
training program that addresses these challenges by building clinical, 
teaching, research, advocacy and leadership skills in Pincus fellows, who 
will become the pediatric global health leaders of the future. Fellows complete 
the program equipped with skills to thrive in careers dedicated to advancing children’s 
health in low- and middle-income countries (LMIC) and other low-resource settings.  
 
CHOP strives to be the world leader in the advancement of healthcare for children. The 
Pincus Global Health Fellowship supports CHOP’s mission by promoting programs that 
improve the health of children around the world. The Pincus Fellowship creates and 
maintains meaningful collaborations among health care professionals affiliated with 
CHOP and global partners committed to improving children’s health. CHOP’s David N. 
Pincus Global Health Fellows are based in resource-limited settings where they provide 
clinical care, teach and learn, advocate on behalf of patients, lead projects, conduct 
scholarly research that advances knowledge relevant to children living in LMIC and 
complete an online master’s degree.  
 
The Global Health Center at CHOP provides faculty and administrative support to the 
Fellowship and connects CHOP and our Global Health faculty to a worldwide network of 
clinicians, educators and researchers. During each cycle, one Global Health Fellow 
works in the Dominican Republic, and the other Fellow works in Botswana; in both 
sites, fellows work in close collaboration with and learn from our talented local 
colleagues. 
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Background 

 
CHOP's Global Health Center promotes child health equity across the globe, particularly 
among the most vulnerable in LMIC. We collaborate with global partners to improve the 
health of children in partner communities, while also serving as a source of training and 
professional growth for the next generation of healthcare workers both abroad and at 
CHOP. The Center has six objectives (Figure 1). 
 
Figure 1: The six objectives of CHOP’s Global Health Center 

 

  
 
Global Health has been practiced for decades at CHOP, and, since 2004, the scope of 
global health activities has grown considerably. CHOP’s Global Health partnerships 
include long-term pediatric programs in the Dominican Republic and Botswana, which 
aim to improve the health of children and families as well as build capacity among local 
healthcare providers in five areas: clinical care, teaching, research, leadership and 
advocacy. Beyond Botswana and the Dominican Republic, CHOP physicians and staff 
also have active collaborations in more than 20 other countries around the world.  
 
Professionals working on behalf of CHOP, as well as many partners, including the 
University of Botswana, Columbia University, Korle Bu Teaching Hospital, University of 
Pennsylvania, and Centro de Salud Divina Providencia, are performing a wide range of 
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important work. From residents and fellows who provide clinical support to in-country 
colleagues working in busy health centers, to researchers examining key issues facing 
patients around the world, to faculty who give time to teach and mentor professionals at 
all levels of the healthcare system, we are united in a mission to build 
sustainable capacity, improve health and achieve equity in health for all 
children worldwide. 
 
The David N. Pincus Global Health Fellowship is one of CHOP Global Health’s many 
endeavors. The Fellowship positively impacts the Fellows, host sites, the Global Health 
Center at CHOP and national and international health policy and practice (Figure 2). 
The Fellowship trains pediatricians to become leaders, clinicians, educators, 
researchers, advocates and future faculty in the growing discipline of pediatric global 
health.  
 
Figure 2: The impact of the David N. Pincus Global Health Fellowship. 
 

 
 
 
Global Health is of mutual benefit to all partners involved. When practiced well, it 
accentuates the tremendous generosity of spirit and energy of participants and 
facilitates a respectful exchange of ideas, learning and creative problem-solving to 
advance global child health. We invite you to join us, gain skills and play your 
part to positively impact global child health! 
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Fellowship Description – Overview 

 
Established in 2008 by a generous gift of David N. Pincus, this fellowship provides 
unparelleled opportunities for Global Health Fellows to enhance their clinical, 
educational, research, advocacy, and leadership skills in pediatric global health. The 
David N. Pincus Global Health Fellowship cultivates and supports the 
professional training of future leaders in pediatric global health. We seek 
outstanding candidates who not only want to provide clinical service and education in a 
LMIC but who are also problem solvers who will work with their mentors to design and 
implement advocacy projects and research studies that will benefit children in our 
partner communities. Accepted applicants join an educationally rich and exciting three-
year, fully funded academic fellowship at The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and 
work primarily in one of our partner countries: the Dominican Republic or Botswana. 
 
Purpose: 
Immersed in a global site, fellows complete a rigorous, exciting, mentored, 
and transformative three-year academic fellowship with The Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia and partners. The Fellows increase access to high-quality 
healthcare for children living in our partner sites, which are typically low-resource and 
face significant health challenges. Concurrently, the program provides opportunities 
through a richly mentored experience for Global Health Fellows to enhance their 
knowledge and skills in pediatric global healthcare including obtaining a Master’s 
degree in public health, epidemiology or a related field. 
 
Ethos: 
This is aligned with David N. Pincus’ ethos, whose generosity, wisdom and 
dedication to children established this fellowship. David Pincus said, “You get 
involved, that’s what I’m about. That’s what you’re supposed to do, if you 
can do it. You’re supposed to not just think about your own life; you’re 
supposed to do things for other people.” 
 
Fields of Study and Practice:   
The three-year Global Health training model combines clinical service, teaching, and 
scholarship in a LMIC, as summarized in Figure 3. The Fellows’ clinical experiences are 
focused on diseases particularly common in resource-constrained regions of the world, 
such as malnutrition, water-related illnesses, acute respiratory disease, diarrhea, 
tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS. Tropical diseases such as dengue or various parasitic 
infections may also account for a significant burden of childhood diseases in partner 
countries. Each fellow benefits from funding, protected time and mentorship to acquire 
a master’s degree by distance learning through the London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine or a similar institution. Additionally, each fellow has the opportunity 
to design, implement, analyze, present and publish a research project with the team 
mentorship of faculty members both in the Department of Pediatrics at the Perelman 



David N. Pincus Global Health Fellowship 
 

7 
 

School of Medicine of the University of Pennsylvania and from at least one of our 
partner sites.  
 
Figure 3: The training model of the David N. Pincus Global Health Fellowship.  
 

 
   
 
The David N. Pincus Global Health Fellowship is a mentored, immersive experience that 
builds leadership, clinical, research, teaching and advocacy skills in pediatric global 
health. The following is a short overview of some of the aspects of the fellowship:   
 

• Clinical Service:  Fellows work collaboratively with in-country professional 
colleagues. Fellows have regular and ongoing pediatric clinical responsibilities. The 
range of clinical service includes ambulatory care in the Dominican Republic 
(outpatient preventive and sick office visits, outreach and home visits) and inpatient 
pediatric care performed at the level of a general inpatient pediatric hospitalist in 
Botswana. Fellows connect with and augment existing healthcare systems in their 
communities with the guidance of fellowship faculty and in-country partners. 
Fellows provide pediatric medical service in areas of modest resources while gaining 
exposure to a broad range of interesting pathologies. In doing so, they develop and 
improve their clinical diagnostic skills and learn to optimize therapy using available 
resources. 

 

• Education and Teaching:  Fellows actively coordinate and engage in educational 
activities in their host communities, in collaboration with other professionals. In 
both settings, this includes teaching opportunities with local pediatric residents, 
nurses and other learners. Fellows are supported by the Global Health Faculty at 
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CHOP (see Section 4 of this brochure) and receive mentorship from a variety of 
professionals. Fellows are also actively involved in supervising residents and 
students from CHOP, the University of Pennsylvania and other organizations who 
visit Global Health sites. The three-year CHOP David N. Pincus Global Health 
Fellowship program allows for ample study and research time as well as funding to 
pursue a Master-level degree by distance learning through the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine or a similar institution. The fellowship also provides 
support for additional activities (conferences, journal club, case discussions) 
according to the interest and motivation of the fellow. 

 

• Research:  Acquiring skills to conduct high-quality research is a valuable tool to 
advance global child health. Intensive coursework and training will occur throughout 
the fellowship through a distance-learning program with the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine or a similar institution. Currently, six distance-
learning programs are offered at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine: (1) clinical trials, (2) demography and health, (3) epidemiology, (4) global 
health policy, (5) infectious diseases and (6) public health. Early in their first year, 
fellows will enroll in a distance learning degree program with courses starting in 
about October. Study design, implementation, analysis, and write-up are important 
learning objectives of the Global Health Fellowship. Fellows learn how to design 
global health research projects and use the principles of clinical epidemiology and 
public health, adapting and applying them to Global Child Health. Fellows who 
already have master's-level training (e.g. MPH) will work with the program director 
and faculty to design a curriculum that meets their learning goals. Individualized 
mentoring allows fellows to explore their specific research interests. Fellows have 
access to faculty mentors at CHOP, the University of Pennsylvania and at each 
partner site. Each fellow works closely with his or her research mentor(s) to design, 
plan, execute and write up a research study. The realm of each research project is 
flexible based upon the interests of the fellow along with guidance of both a local and 
CHOP faculty mentor. Each fellow research project is responsive to the priorities of 
the relevant Global Health partner site. We encourage you to explore these links to 
learn about the work of prior CHOP David N. Pincus Global Health Fellows: Lara 
Antkowiak, Merrian Brooks, Marc Callender, Clarisse Casilang, Maria Dunn, Matt 
Kelly, Savarra Mantzor, Henna Shaikh, Jonathan Strysko, Chloe Turner, Henry 
Welch, and Kate Westmoreland. 

 
Fellowship Locations:  
Fellows begin their fellowship at CHOP and spend approximately two weeks orienting to 
the program, meeting with CHOP and Penn faculty, and preparing for their assignment 
in partner countries. They then relocate to their host country and live there. Fellows 
return to CHOP midway through their fellowship to meet in-person with mentors and to 
attend CHOP’s annual Global Health Conference. Fellows also return to CHOP at the 
end of their second year to welcome the new class of global health fellows and share 
their experiences. 
 
Each Fellow is strongly encouraged, usually during their second or third year, to visit the 
other fellowship site; this visit builds rapport between Fellows and further enriches their 

https://www.lshtm.ac.uk/study/courses/ways-study/distance-learning
https://www.lshtm.ac.uk/study/courses/ways-study/distance-learning
https://www.lshtm.ac.uk/study/courses/ways-study/distance-learning
https://www.lshtm.ac.uk/study/courses/ways-study/distance-learning
https://www.chop.edu/news/breastfeeding-dominican-republic-and-start-community-health-promoter-model
https://www.chop.edu/news/breastfeeding-dominican-republic-and-start-community-health-promoter-model
https://www.chop.edu/news/no-teen-left-behind-one-fellows-mission
https://www.chop.edu/news/role-fathers-improving-health-children
https://www.chop.edu/news/meet-one-our-global-heath-fellows-clarisse-casilang-md
https://www.chop.edu/news/determining-effectiveness-pcv13-vaccine-dominican-republic
https://www.chop.edu/news/advancing-pneumonia-research-and-care-delivery-botswana
https://www.chop.edu/news/advancing-pneumonia-research-and-care-delivery-botswana
https://www.chop.edu/news/global-health-chop-it-takes-village
https://www.chop.edu/news/meet-chop-s-dominican-republic-pincus-global-health-fellow-2021-2023
https://www.chop.edu/news/meet-one-our-global-health-fellows
https://www.chop.edu/news/david-n-pincus-global-health-fellowship-impacting-global-child-health-resource-limited-settings
https://www.chop.edu/news/introducing-rotavirus-vaccine-botswana-saves-lives
https://www.chop.edu/news/introducing-rotavirus-vaccine-botswana-saves-lives
https://www.chop.edu/news/advancing-global-pediatric-oncology-sub-saharan-africa-one-chop-david-n-pincus-global-health
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appreciation for the importance of context in Global Health as they explore the health 
systems in both the DR and Botswana. Fellows also return to CHOP for the last 1-2 
weeks of their fellowship to finalize their training experience. 32 of the 36 total 
fellowship months are spent caring for children, studying, and conducting research in 
the partner country, which allows for an exceptional educational experience. 
 
 
The Dominican Republic 
 
Health indicators in the Dominican Republic demonstrate continued high levels of 
infant and under-5 child mortality, vaccine-preventable illnesses, and malnutrition. 
During his/her three-year fellowship, the Fellow shares outpatient clinical time between 
the Centro de Salud Divina Providencia in the town of Consuelo (province of San Pedro 
de Macorís) and Clínica de Familia (partnered with Columbia University’s Program for 
Education in Global and Population Health) in the nearby city of La Romana. Fellows 
will also participate in a short-term inpatient experience through one of CHOP’s partner 
hospitals. Clinical duties are accompanied by a scholarly project conducted in either 
Consuelo or La Romana, with close mentorship and support provided both in-country 
and remotely from CHOP. 
 

• In Consuelo, the Fellow performs his/her primary clinical responsibilities in 
collaboration with CHOP’s partners at the Centro de Salud Divina Providencia. The 
Fellow is an active pediatric provider in the community pediatric health program 
through Centro de Salud Divina Providencia known as Niños Primeros en Salud 
(NPS), caring for children less than 5 years of age who reside in sixteen of the lowest-
income neighborhoods in Consuelo. The program focuses on preventive care, 
nutrition and breastfeeding, growth and development, vaccinations, as well as acute 
care issues, including respiratory infections, diarrhea, skin infections, malnutrition, 
parasitic infections, and dengue fever, among other conditions. 
Dominican family medicine residents and medical students rotate through Consuelo 
for their community health rotations. This exchange provides rich opportunities for 
both education and collaboration between the Fellow and Dominican learners. The 
Fellow also actively engages in community health and wellness programs (including 
those related to community health workers, nutrition, and parasitic infections) and 
conducts home visits in the Consuelo neighborhoods (“barrios”) with the program’s 
pediatric nurses and health promoters to improve access and provision of care to 
children who need it most. 

 

• In La Romana, the Fellow works at Clínica de Familia, which partners with the 
Dominican Ministry of Health and Columbia University. Clínica de Familia is a 
model clinic caring for vulnerable populations in the eastern Dominican Republic. 
With a multi-disciplinary staff of over 90 people, the clinic provides free 
comprehensive family-centered primary and HIV-specialized outpatient medical 
care, along with community outreach, psychosocial support services, and an annual 
summer camp for HIV-positive children. 
The Fellow is one of the pediatricians in the clinic, providing primary and HIV care 
for HIV-exposed and HIV-infected children, collaborating closely with a 
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multidisciplinary team. The Fellow plays an active role in monthly pediatric 
department team meetings, participating in weekly clinical education conferences 
(often leading sessions on relevant clinical topics or cases), mentoring rotating 
medical students/residents, and supporting other programs. Additionally, the Fellow 
gains experience in pediatric HIV management, multidisciplinary teamwork, and 
delivery of comprehensive health services in resource-limited settings. 

 

Botswana 

Botswana’s health challenges include the 3rd highest HIV prevalence globally, 
prematurity, childhood diarrhea, pneumonia and malnutrition. In this setting, the 
Global Health Fellow works to provide clinical care and service to children at the 
University of Botswana’s main teaching hospital, which is currently Princess Marina 
Hospital in Gaborone, Botswana. Clinical duties are accompanied by a scholarly project 
with close mentorship and support provided both in-country and remotely from CHOP. 
 

• At Princess Marina Hospital in Gaborone, Botswana, the Fellow delivers inpatient 

general pediatric clinical care as part of the CHOP program in collaboration with the 

Department of Paediatric and Adolescent Health, Faculty of Medicine, University of 

Botswana (UB) and the Botswana-UPenn Partnership. The Fellow serves as an 

adjunct faculty member for UB and, at different times, leads both a pediatric ward 

team and a neonatal team. The team includes a variety of trainees (such as medical 

students and a resident) caring for children admitted to the hospital. The hospital 

serves as the referral hospital for the entire country and sees a high rate of 

prematurity, neonatal complications, pneumonia, diarrhea, HIV and AIDS-related 

disease, tuberculosis, and malnutrition. 

 

The hospital is large and busy. Hence the Fellow will encounter both routine and 

unusual, challenging medical cases. Morning report and teaching rounds are held 

each morning (Monday to Friday) to review new cases, and to problem-solve with 

the trainees and faculty on management of ongoing cases. Monthly academic 

meetings include pediatric journal club, and both pediatric and neonatal morbidity 

and mortality meetings. The Fellow takes calls as a general pediatrician.  
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Global Health Faculty & Mentorship 
 

Fellows have access to a wide range of faculty from Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
and the University of Pennsylvania. Full biographies can be found here. 
The following is a list of some faculty and key staff with brief bios: 
 
Fellowship Leadership: 
 
Andrew Steenhoff, MB BCh, DCH, FAAP 

Medical Director, CHOP Global Health Center  
Attending Physician, CHOP Division of Infectious Diseases  
Fellowship Director, David N. Pincus Global Health Fellowship 
Associate Professor of Pediatrics, Perelman School of Medicine at 
the University of Pennsylvania  
 
Dr. Steenhoff combines clinical and research skills to improve 
pediatric outcomes in low- and middle-income countries. His 
research focuses on pediatric infectious diseases with a particular 
interest in TB, HIV, pneumonia, gastroenteritis and neonatal 

infections. Dr. Steenhoff is the author of over 200 peer-reviewed manuscripts and book 
chapters. He teaches and mentors students, residents and fellows in Botswana, the 
Dominican Republic, Ghana and Philadelphia. 
 
From 2008 to 2015, Dr. Steenhoff was based in Botswana, where he led CHOP’s Global 
Health program and was Associate Country Director and Research Director of the 
Botswana-UPenn Partnership. In July 2015, he returned to Philadelphia as Medical 
Director of CHOP’s Global Health Center. Dr. Steenhoff is an adjunct senior lecturer in 
the Department of Paediatric & Adolescent Medicine, Faculty of Health Sciences of the 
University of Botswana. As a global health advocate, he seeks to optimize mutually 
beneficial collaborations between clinical and academic institutions in diverse settings. 
He has practiced clinical medicine in the United States, England, Botswana and South 
Africa. He speaks English, and some Afrikaans, French and Zulu. 
 
Merrian J. Brooks, DO, MS  

Attending Physician, CHOP Division of Adolescent Medicine 
Director of Pediatrics and Research for the Botswana-UPenn 
Partnership 
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, Perelman School of Medicine at the 
University of Pennsylvania  
Associate Fellowship Director, Pincus Global Health Fellowship 
 
Merrian Jacqueline Brooks, DO, MS, is an adolescent medicine 
specialist and pediatric global health expert. Currently, she is an 
attending physician and Assistant Professor of Pediatrics at CHOP. 

Dr. Brooks also holds a joint affiliation with the Penn Center for Global Health, where 
she is the Director of Pediatrics and Research for the Botswana-UPenn Partnership. Her 
research time is spent primarily in Botswana, where she focuses on improving access to 

https://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/global-health-center/our-team
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evidence-based behavioral interventions for youth in low- and middle-income countries. 
Specifically, her short-term goal is to develop and evaluate the Friendship Bench 
intervention. A theory-based, problem-solving therapy (PST) model that uses physical 
benches staffed by trained community health workers (lay counselors) to provide 
counseling sessions for patients with common mental illnesses. She is adapting and 
evaluating the Friendship Bench for adolescents at risk for HIV. She is also working to 
integrate mental health services into various community and clinical spaces using 
implementation science. Her longer term goal is to advance the health of adolescents 
and young adults across the African continent. 
 
Maria Dunn, DO 

Attending Physician, CHOP Division of General Pediatrics  
Global Health Lead Pediatrician for the Dominican Republic 
Associate Fellowship Director, Pincus Global Health Fellowship 
 
Dr. Maria Dunn is a pediatric hospitalist at CHOP and is the Lead 
Pediatrician for the  Dominican Republic at CHOP. Dr. Dunn was a 
David N. Pincus Global Health Fellow in the Dominican Republic 
from 2015-2017. She then spent five years in Botswana with the 
Global HOPE (Hematology Oncology Pediatric Excellence) program, 
a collaboration between Baylor College of Medicine/Texas 

Children’s Hospital and the Botswana Ministry of Health to improve treatment and 
access to care for children with cancer and blood disorders. In addition to providing 
clinical care, she directed community outreach efforts to increase cancer awareness and 
provide support for patients and families. Her interests include global health education, 
sustainability, and community-based interventions to improve child health. 
 
Liz Lowenthal MD, MSCE 

Research Director, CHOP Global Health Center 
Associate Professor of Pediatrics and Epidemiology, Perelman 
School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania  
 
Dr. Lowenthal is an attending physician in the Division of General 
Academic Pediatrics and a core faculty member of Clinical Futures at 
CHOP. She specializes in the care and treatment of children and 
adolescents with HIV. She is also trained as an epidemiologist and is 
involved with pediatric clinical research in several countries. 
 
Dr. Lowenthal's international experience includes four years of 

living full-time in Botswana, where she served as Associate Director and Clinic Director 
of the Botswana-Baylor Children’s Clinical Centre of Excellence, a large clinic dedicated 
to the care and treatment of children with HIV infection. She has also served on national 
medical advisory committees for Botswana and as a consultant to the World Health 
Organization. She has taken part in health professional training activities in several 
countries, including Botswana, Dominican Republic, Ghana, South Africa and Zambia. 
Dr. Lowenthal receives funding from the National Institutes of Health. Her research 
interests currently span several areas of international child health including pediatric 



David N. Pincus Global Health Fellowship 
 

13 
 

and adolescent HIV treatment adherence, comparative effectiveness of antiretroviral 
regimens, adolescent sexual health, social support networks for children and 
adolescents with HIV, neurodevelopment in children with HIV, and improving the 
palatability of pediatric HIV treatments. 
 
Selected Global Health Faculty 
 
Adelaide Barnes, MD 

Assistant Program Director of the Pediatrics Residency Program at 
Children's Hospital of Philadelphia 
Global Health Faculty, The David N. Pincus Global Health Fellowship 
Associate Professor of Clinical Pediatrics, Perelman School of 
Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania 

Dr. Barnes is a Pediatric Attending within the Section of Hospital 
Medicine at The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. 

Dr. Barnes is active in the Pediatrics Residency Program, where she 
serves as an Assistant Program Director and Chair of the Intern Selection Committee, a 
mentor to residents, and a facilitator for the Professionalism series. She serves as the 
global health liaison between the Pediatrics Residency Program and CHOP’s Global 
Health Center and oversees pediatric resident global health activities. She also sits on 
the Hospital Diversity Council and serves as a faculty mentor to the Multicultural 
Physicians’ Alliance, an organization at CHOP comprised of underrepresented minority 
residents, fellows, and attending physicians who are committed to creating a diverse 
workforce that affords the best and most culturally competent care to CHOP’s patients 
and families. Nationally, she is the 2024-2026 Chair of the Global Health Learning 
Community of the Association of Pediatric Program Directors (APPD).  

Susan Coffin, MD, MPH 
Attending Physician, CHOP Division of Infectious Diseases 
Professor of Pediatrics, Perelman School of Medicine at the University 
of Pennsylvania  
 
Susan Coffin, MD, MPH, is an attending physician in the Division of 
Infectious Diseases at The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia, and a 
Core Faculty member of the Clinical Futures at CHOP. 
 
She is actively engaged in the clinical care of children with infections, 

and the teaching of medical students, residents, fellows, and other care providers. Dr. 
Coffin is the Associate Hospital Epidemiologist after serving over a decade as the 
Medical Director of the Department of Infection Prevention and Control at The 
Children's Hospital of Philadelphia. Dr. Coffin has an active and well-funded research 
program that focuses on the prevention of healthcare-associated infections and vaccine-
preventable diseases. Dr. Coffin is an active participant in numerous local, state and 
nation-wide public health programs that address such topics as the epidemiology and 
prevention of healthcare associated infections, pandemic influenza preparedness, and 
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pediatric influenza. In addition, Dr. Coffin has worked on infectious disease prevention 
projects in healthcare and community settings in Botswana, China, Dominican 
Republic, Egypt, Ghana, Greece, India, South Africa and Vietnam. Dr. Coffin’s interests 
include pediatrics, infectious diseases, public health, vaccines and vaccine-preventable 
diseases, infection control and healthcare-associated infections, and quality 
improvement. 
 
Keri Cohn, MD, MPH, DTM&H 

Attending Physician, Division of Emergency Medicine 

Children's Hospital of Philadelphia 

Associate Professor of Clinical Pediatrics 

Perelman School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania 

 

Dr. Cohn is an Attending Physician in the division of Emergency 
Medicine at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, and Director of 
CHOP’s Pediatric Emergency Medicine-Global Health Fellowship.   

She has long been involved in global health, having worked with many international 
organizations throughout the world - in Africa, Central America, the Caribbean, Europe, 
and Southeast Asia. After completing her pediatrics residency at CHOP, she worked with 
Médecins Sans Frontières (Doctors Without Borders) as the chief expatriate physician in 
the northern rebel region of Cote d’Ivoire during the civil war. In 2010, she was awarded 
the Pediatric Infectious Disease Society Burtis Burr Breese Award for her tuberculosis 
research in Haitian migrant children living in the Dominican Republic.  She served as a 
senior advisor for the Massachusetts General Hospital (MGH) Division of Global Health 
and Human Rights and was the founding director of the Initiative to End Childhood 
Malnutrition in Rukungiri, Uganda.   

Dr. Cohn works closely with the Global Emergency Care Collaborative, developing 
training programs for providers to train in advanced emergency care in East Africa. In 
2015, she re-deployed on mission in Sierra Leone with Médecins Sans Frontières to 
work at an Ebola Management Center. Since 2016, she has been conducting research to 
address caustic soda ingestion in Liberia. In addition to continuing her work abroad, she 
is committed to locally advancing post-graduate academic education for medical 
professionals in global health. 
 
Morgan Congdon, MD, MPH, MSEd 

 
Director of Education, The David N. Pincus Global Health Fellowship  
Attending Physician, Division of General Pediatrics, The Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia 
Assistant Professor of Clinical Pediatrics, Perelman School of Medicine, 
University of Pennsylvania 
 
Dr. Congdon is a Pediatric Hospital Medicine Attending physician in 
the Division of General Pediatrics at CHOP. She is committed to 
medical education and serves as the Director of Education for the 
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Pincus Global Health Fellowship, which allows her to provide educational support to the 
Fellows.  
 
Dr. Congdon completed her pediatric residency training at CHOP on the global health 
track. She has since joined the CHOP general pediatrics department as a hospitalist to 
further her interests in hospital medicine, global health, and medical education. She has 
completed global health related projects including a study of the effect of the 
pneumococcal conjugate vaccine on pediatric pneumonia-related hospital admissions in 
Botswana, a mutually beneficial education intervention in Cameroon, and is currently 
studying career outcomes of global health fellowship graduates. She completed a 
masters of medical education degree at the University of Pennsylvania Gradaute School 
of Education and  is currently pursuing a PhD in health professions education research 
at Maastricht University. 
 
Kassa Darge, MD, PhD, DTM&P 

Radiologist-in-Chief & Chair of the Department of Radiology, The 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
Professor of Radiology, Perelman School of Medicine at the 
University of Pennsylvania  
 
Kassa Darge, MD, PhD, DTM&P, is a pediatric radiologist and Chair of 
the Department of Radiology of The Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia (CHOP) and Professor of Radiology with secondary 
appointment as Professor of Radiology in Surgery at the Perelman 
School of Medicine of the University of Pennsylvania. He also holds 

The “John W. Hope” Endowed Chair for Radiology Faculty Development. In addition, he 
is an Honorary Professor of Radiology at the Addis Ababa University in Ethiopia. Dr. 
Darge has been actively involved in various global health activities and international 
outreach work for the past 25 years. Before his appointment at CHOP, Dr. Darge served 
for seven years as the Chair of the Department of Pediatric Radiology at the University of 
Wuerzburg, Germany. During his fellowship, he worked in the southern part of Ethiopia 
with a focus on childhood malnutrition and tuberculosis. Before his radiology training, 
Dr. Darge was a research fellow of the World Health Organization (WHO) at the 
Bernhard-Nocht Institute for Tropical Medicine in Hamburg, Germany and its outposts 
in Liberia and Ghana.  
 
His research focus during this time was on filarial diseases and, in particular, 
onchocerciasis. For over 15 years, his international outreach work has focused on 
radiology and in particular pediatric radiology. He established the CHOP Department of 
Radiology International Pediatric Radiology Education Outreach. One of the major 
activities of this outreach is in Ethiopia. It supports radiology residency education and 
runs an accredited pediatric radiology fellowship. Dr. Darge’s current research focus is in 
pediatric uroradiology and he has over 200 publications.  
 
Dr. Darge is a member of over 22 professional societies nationally and internationally. He 
is a reviewer for 33 scientific journals and serves on the editorial board of two of them. 
Dr. Darge has been invited as a visiting professor over 40 times. He has organized 35 
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continuing medical education (CME) courses locally, nationally, and internationally. Dr. 
Darge has received a total of 26 awards and recognitions for both his research and 
educational undertakings. Among these the following stand out: the "Schinz Medal" and 
"Honorary Membership" by the Swiss Radiological Society, the "Heidi Patriquin 
International Fellowship for Education Award" by the Society of Pediatric Radiology 
(SPR), "Contrast Agent Research Award" by the German Radiological Society, "The 
Schering Prize" by the European Federation of Societies of Ultrasound in Medicine 
(EFSUMB) and the “Honored Educator Award” by the Radiological Society of North 
America (RSNA). 
 
Elizabeth T. Drum, MD, FAAP, FCPP 

Medical Director, Radiology Anesthesia Sedation Services 
Associate Chief for Clinical Operations, General Anesthesia Division 
Medical Director, Anesthesiology Global Health Initiatives 
Attending Anesthesiologist, Department of Anesthesiology and 
Critical Care Medicine; The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
Professor of Clinical Anesthesiology and Critical Care, Perelman 
School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania 
 
Dr. Drum joined the faculty of the General Anesthesiology Division 
at The Children's Hospital Of Philadelphia in 2015, where she is the 

Medical Director of Radiology Anesthesia Sedation Services. She also serves as the 
department’s Medical Director of Global Health Initiatives. Dr. Drum has sub-specialty 
certification in Pediatric Anesthesiology by the American Board of Anesthesiology.  She 
is credentialed by the National Disaster Medical System of the Department of Health 
and Human Services and served as a Major in the US Army Medical Corp from 1991-
1994.  She has extensive experience in surgical mission work around the world including 
participating in 26 medical mission trips to six countries.  She was selected as the 2015 
International Physician of the Year by medicalmissions.org for her work.  She is an 
advocate for improving the safety and capacity of anesthesia care around the world in 
conjunction with increasing surgical capacity.  Many of her trips to other countries have 
focused on building educational systems and collaborating with local providers to create 
infrastructure that supports educational initiatives.  As a member of the American 
Society of Anesthesiologists Global Humanitarian Outreach Committee, she founded a 
scholarship program to send US Anesthesiology residents to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia for a 
month-long rotation at Cure Ethiopia Children’s Hospital, and she serves as its US 
Program Director.  She is a member of the Society for Pediatric Anesthesia Committee 
on International Education and Service and a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Alliance for Surgery and Anesthesia Presence.   
 
Kristen A. Feemster, MD, MPH, MSHPR  

Adjunct Associate Professor of Pediatrics, the Perelman School of 
Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania,  
Director of Research for the Vaccine Education Center at Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia and Medical Director of the Immunization 
Program and Acute Communicable Diseases at the Philadelphia 
Department of Public Health 

http://medicalmissions.org/


David N. Pincus Global Health Fellowship 
 

17 
 

 
Dr. Feemster is an adjunct Associate Professor of Pediatrics in the Division of Infectious 
Diseases at CHOP and UPenn. As faculty for the Global Health program at CHOP, she 
works on projects in both Botswana and the Dominican Republic as a researcher and 
mentor. She joined the faculty at CHOP in 2010. Dr. Feemster has studied and worked 
in Brazil and Mali. Her research interests include immunization delivery, domestic and 
international vaccine policy and infectious disease surveillance. She is especially 
interested in understanding the role of community and household characteristics in 
infectious disease transmission to inform the development of effective policies related to 
the prevention of pediatric infectious diseases.  
 
Her work focuses upon vaccine acceptance among parents and immunization providers, 
sociodemographic disparities in influenza disease risk, testing and treatment practices, 
and healthcare-associated respiratory infection in the pediatric ambulatory setting. As a 
global health mentor, she has worked on projects investigating outcomes of severe 
pneumonia among HIV-exposed uninfected infants in Botswana, the impact of 
pneumococcal vaccine introduction on serotype distribution in the Dominican Republic 
(DR) and Group B Streptococcus in the DR.  In addition to her research, Dr. Feemster is 
a senior fellow in the Leonard Davis Institute of Health Economics (Penn), and a 
member of Clinical Futures at CHOP. She served as Medical Director for the 
Philadelphia Department of Health Immunization Program and Chair of the Advisory 
Commission for Childhood Vaccines that advises the National Vaccine Injury 
Compensation Program.  
 
Selasie Goka, MD 

Attending Nephrologist, CHOP Division of Nephrology  
Co-Lead Pediatrician, CHOP-Ghana Partnerships  
Assistant Professor of Clinical Pediatrics, Perelman School of 
Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania  
 
Dr. Selasie Goka is an attending nephrologist in the Division of 
Nephrology at Children's Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) and serves 
as a Co-Lead Pediatrician for CHOP-Ghana partnerships. Dr.  Goka 
completed her residency at AI Du Pont and her fellowship at CHOP. 
She has done research related to pediatric nephrology. Her interest in 

global health stemmed initially from a desire to see improvement in healthcare available 
to children in her native Ghana. Dr. Goka is excited for opportunities to use her training, 
knowledge and skills as a pediatric nephrologist for the care of children with kidney 
disease around the world. She is also interested in playing a role in refugee health. 
 
James Guevara, MD, MPH  

Professor of Pediatrics & Epidemiology, the Perelman School of 
Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania  
Attending Physician, the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia  
 
Dr. Guevara is a board-certified pediatrician. He holds positions in 
the Department of Biostatistics and Epidemiology and he is a senior 



David N. Pincus Global Health Fellowship 
 

18 
 

fellow at the Penn Center for Public Health Initiatives. Dr. Guevara is also a senior 
fellow at the Leonard Davis Institute of Health Economics, a senior scholar at the Center 
for Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics, and Lead Diversity Search Advisor at the 
University of Pennsylvania.  
 
Nationally, he is an Associate Editor for Academic Pediatrics and participates as a 
member of the Executive Research Committee of the Academic Pediatrics Association. 
He has research interests in the organization, financing, and delivery of primary health 
care services to children with developmental and behavioral disabilities and has 
received federal support to conduct his research. Through his research initiatives, he 
focuses on improving the delivery of healthcare in primary care settings, reducing health 
disparities, and translating research findings into practice and policy. 
 
Anthony A. Luberti, MD 

Program Director, Clinical Informatics Fellowship Program, CHOP 
Medical Director, Informatics Education, Department of Biomedical 
Informatics, CHOP 
Professor of Clinical Pediatrics, UPenn 
Faculty, The David N. Pincus Global Health Fellowship 
 

Dr. Luberti is the Medical Director of Informatics Education in the 
Center for Biomedical Informatics at CHOP. Informatics and 

information technology are disciplines which support clinical care, education, and 
research efforts in Global Health. Since February 2009, Dr. Luberti has been involved in 
various aspects of CHOP’s Global Health programs including the development and 
application of database and electronic medical record programs and the use of various 
technologies and distance learning methods to support a number of educational and 
research efforts. In 2012, he and others from CHOP, Penn and the ministries and 
schools in Botswana hosted the first Health Informatics Pitso (Symposium) in 
Gaborone. He has collaborated with the Faculty of the University of Botswana (UB) to 
develop a curriculum and a core undergraduate course in health informatics.  As the 
Program Director for one of the first Fellowship Programs in Clinical Informatics in the 
nation, Tony leads a global health track in informatics. He has more than 20 years’ 
experience with the implementation of several Electronic Health Record (EHR) systems 
at CHOP in both ambulatory and inpatient settings. He previously served as Medical 
Director of CHOP's nurse triage call center and continues to precept pediatric residents 
in CHOP’s Resident Continuity Clinic. 

Carolyn McGann, MD 

Attending Neonatologist,Division of Neonatology, The Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia  

Dr. Carolyn McGann is a global health neonatologist focusing on 
prevention of sepsis in neonates worldwide.  She currently collaborates 
with teams at University of Botswana focusing on identifying 
transmission of and ways to interrupt infections with Klebsiella and 
Acinetobacter, the two key pathogens causing sepsis in hospitalized 
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neonates in Botswana. With funding from Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and CDC, 
she and her team are evaluating chlorhexidine bathing, family led infection prevention, 
and kangaroo care as well as other targets for sepsis prevention. She also works with 
colleagues at Korle Bu Teaching Hospital in Accra, Ghana to validate the newly 
implemented electronic medical record with the hopes of improving neonatal clinical 
care and using it for research focusing on neonatal mortality and morbidity. Carolyn is 
art of the point-of-care ultrasound team at CHOP and is interested in how we can use 
ultrasound to augment neonatal care in all practice settings.  

 
Kevin Osterhoudt, MD, MSCE 

Professor of Pediatrics, the Perelman School of Medicine at the 
University of Pennsylvania  
Attending Physician, CHOP Division of Emergency Medicine 
Medical Director, The Poison Control Center at CHOP 
Global Health Faculty, The David N. Pincus Global Health Fellowship  
 
Dr. Osterhoudt is an attending physician in the Division of Emergency 
Medicine and the medical director of The Poison Control Center at 
CHOP and is a faculty member in the Community Outreach and 

Education Core of the Center of Excellence in Environmental Toxicology at Penn. He 
has co-authored over 100 journal articles and textbook chapters and serves on the 
editorial boards of Pediatric Emergency Care and Clinical Toxicology. He has served 
nationally on the Board of Directors of the American College of Medical Toxicology, as 
the American Board of Pediatrics' representative to the medical toxicology sub-board, 
and on the Executive Committee of the Council on Environmental Health of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics.  
Dr. Osterhoudt’s international experiences have included: 

• Participating in a 2002 delegation to establish a PEM program in Kosovo,  

• Participating in the Global Health Program’s medical outreach to the 
Dominican Republic in 2007,  

• Service to the Bach Mai Hospital Foundation in Hanoi in 2013,  

• Serving as the course director in the Salzburg Seminars, and most recently  

• Mentoring Global Health trainees through the Global Health Program’s 
academic relationship with the University of Botswana.  

Dr. Osterhoudt's primary academic interests are in childhood poisoning prevention and 
treatment, and the assessment of environmental risks to pediatric health.  
 
Jacqueline Owusu McKenzie, MD  

Pediatrician, CHOP Division of Pediatrics  
Co-Lead, CHOP-Ghana Partnerships 
Associate Professor of Clinical Pediatrics, Perelman School of Medicine 
at the University of Pennsylvania  
 
Dr. Owusu McKenzie is a pediatrician in the Division of General 
Pediatrics at CHOP and serves as a Co-Lead Pediatrician for CHOP-
Ghana partnerships. Dr. Jacqueline Owusu McKenzie completed her 
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pediatric residency at Boston Children’s Hospital and Boston Medical Center, followed 
by an Academic General Pediatrics Fellowship at CHOP. Dr. Owusu-McKenzie also 
completed training in Sickle Cell Disease under the guidance of Dr. Kwaku Ohene-
Frempong in the Division of Hematology at CHOP. At CHOP, she has worked as an 
attending physician in the Special Immunology Clinic providing care to HIV/AIDS 
affected and infected children and served as the Associate Medical Director for the 
Rehabilitation Hospitalist Team. Dr. Owusu-McKenzie provides care to hospitalized 
infants, children, and adolescents, as well as primary care for newborns to adolescents 
at CHOP. Her area of expertise is in managing children with chronic problems with a 
focus on sickle cell disease. She has collaborated internationally with researchers and 
clinicians in sub-Saharan Africa. 
 
Pierre Russo, MD 

Division Chief, CHOP Division of Anatomic Pathology 
Professor of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine, Perelman School of 
Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania  
Global Health Faculty, The David N. Pincus Global Health Fellowship  
 
Dr. Russo is director of the Division of Anatomic Pathology at The 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and Professor of Pathology and 
Laboratory Medicine at the Perelman School of Medicine at the 
University of Pennsylvania. Dr. Russo has a long-standing interest in 

pediatric pathology with an emphasis on pediatric liver and gastrointestinal diseases.  
Dr. Russo has been involved with the Botswana-UPenn Partnership program and the 
University of Botswana pathology residency program since 2015. Dr. Russo’s goals 
include the use of telepathology in consultation services and webinars for case 
conferences and teaching. 
 
Elizabeth Sanseau, MD, MS, FAAP, DTM&H 

Attending Physician, CHOP Division of Emergency Medicine  
Medical Director, CHOP’s Indigenous Health Unit 
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, Perelman School of Medicine at the 
University of Pennsylvania  
 
Dr. Elizabeth Sanseau is an attending physician practicing Pediatric 
Emergency Medicine and Global Health at the Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia, PA. Prior, she worked full-time as a Pediatric 
Hospitalist at the Yukon-Kuskokwim Health Corporation in Bethel, 

Alaska. Dr. Sanseau sees her role as a pediatrician not only as a clinician, but also as an 
educator, researcher and patient advocate. She is passionate about medical education 
for pre- and in-hospital medical interdisciplinary teams to improve pediatric emergency 
readiness. During her time working in the Alaska Tribal Health System, she developed a 
needs-informed simulation-based medical education curriculum for frontline 
interdisciplinary healthcare providers and studied the efficacy and feasibility of the 
program. This experience inspired her to return to training to specialize in pediatric 
emergency medicine and simulation, with the intention to bridge resources across 
academic and resource-limited settings. 
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In July 2024, she was appointed Medical Director for CHOP’s New Indigenous Health 
Unit. She is the Principal Investigator of the Emergency Medical Services for Children 
(EMSC) Indian Health Services (IHS) Hybrid Simulation Program, a Health Resources 
and Services Administration (HRSA) sponsored initiative intended to optimize pediatric 
emergency readiness in Emergency Departments and pre-hospital teams treating ill and 
injured American Indian and Alaska Native patients. She Co-Chairs the ImPACTS 
(Improving Pediatric Acute Care Through Simulation) collaborative and Co-Leads the 
Emergency SimBox - a free and openly accessible web-based simulation resource. She 
has published and presented her work on simulation-based medical education. 
 
David A. Spiegel, MD 

Attending Surgeon, Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery, UPenn  
Global Health Faculty, The David N. Pincus Global Health Fellowship 
 
Dr. Spiegel is a pediatric orthopaedic surgeon at CHOP, specializing in 
neuromuscular diseases, trauma, and spinal deformities. He has 
served as an Honorary Consultant in Orthopaedics and Rehabilitation 
at the Hospital & Rehabilitation Centre for Disabled Children in 
Banepa, Nepal, for nearly 20 years and is an Honorary Professor at 

the University of Basrah, Basrah, Iraq. He has served on the Committee on Children’s 
Orthopaedics in Underdeveloped Regions of the Pediatric Orthopaedic Society of North 
America (POSNA) for more than ten years and was chairperson for three years. He has 
also served as Chairman of the Bone and Joint Decade committee of POSNA and on the 
Global Courses Committee of the Pediatric Orthopaedic Society of North America. He 
has been on the Board of Orthopaedics Overseas, Global-HELP, the Ponseti 
International Association, and Miracle Feet. He currently serves on the International 
Committee of the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons and is director of their 
international scholars program.  
 
He received the President's Call to Service Award (2006) from the President’s Council 
on Service and Civic Participation for 4000 hours of community service, and the Golden 
Apple Award by Health Volunteers Overseas (2009); the Humanitarian Award from the 
Pediatric Orthopaedic Society of North America (2013) and the Scoliosis Research 
Society (2016) and an American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons (AAOS) 
achievement award in 2014. He has served as a consultant for the WHO in Mongolia 
and Somalia and was on the steering committee for the WHO’s Global Initiative for 
Emergency and Essential Surgical Care. He has delivered more than 250 invited 
lectures, mostly at international venues including China, Iran, Iraq, Mongolia, Nepal, 
Pakistan, Somalia and Tanzania. He has also co-edited a textbook entitled “Global 
Orthopaedics: Caring for Musculoskeletal Conditions and Injuries in Austere Settings.” 
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Jonathan Strysko, MD, MSc, IBCLC 

Pediatrician and Infectious Disease Epidemoiologist based in 
Botswana 
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, Perelman School of Medicine at the 
University of Pennsylvania  
 
Dr. Jonathan Strysko is a pediatrician and infectious disease 
epidemiologist based in Botswana. Before joining CHOP as a Pincus 
global health fellow in 2019, he served as an Epidemic Intelligence 

Service officer in CDC’s Waterborne Disease Prevention Branch. He currently practices 
as a neonatal and paediatric hospitalist and lactation consultant at Princess Marina 
Hospital and lectures in the University of Botswana’s Faculty of Medicine, as well as 
serving a pediatric hospitalist at CHOP. He is also the program director for the CDC-
funded SHARE initiative to strengthen surveillance of healthcare-associated infections 
and antimicrobial resistance in Botswana. His research interests include antimicrobial 
resistance, childhood tuberculosis, breastfeeding medicine, and neonatal sepsis 
prevention. 
 
Alexandra Vinograd, MD, MSHP, DTM&H 

Attending Physician, Division of Emergency Medicine & 
Acute Care-Global Health Fellowship Director, 

Children's Hospital of Philadelphia 

Associate Professor of Clinical Pediatrics, 

Perelman School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania 

 

Dr. Vinograd is an attending physician in the division of emergency 
medicine at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, and deeply 

involved in CHOP’s Pediatric Emergency Medicine-Global Health Fellowship where her 
focus is on medical education.  She is the Director of the CHOP Acute Care-Global 
Health Fellowship. 
 
Flaura Koplin Winston, MD, PhD 

Scientific Director and Founder, CHOP Center for Injury Research 
and Prevention 
Chair, CHOP Scientific Advisory Committee for Entrepreneurship 
and Innovation 
Professor of Pediatrics, Perelman School of Medicine at the 
University of Pennsylvania  
Global Health Faculty, The David N. Pincus Global Health Fellowship 
 
Flaura Koplin Winston, MD PhD is an internationally recognized, 

board-certified, practicing pediatrician, a doctorally-trained engineer, and a public 
health researcher. She is the Scientific Director and Founder of the Center for Injury 
Research and Prevention and Chair of the Scientific Advisory Committee for 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation at CHOP. She conducts research in the US and 
globally at the interface of child and adolescent health, injury, engineering, technology 
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and behavioral science.  Dr. Winston’s work is published in peer-reviewed journals and 
conference proceedings. She applies clinical models and systematic, pragmatic research 
methods to develop and evaluate novel approaches, largely focused on the use of 
technology to promote health and prevent injury. She has demonstrated ability in 
forming diverse teams (by discipline and across sectors) to create, evaluate, and 
implement solutions for significant health and safety problems that achieve measurable 
impact. Topical areas of research focus include:  

• Preventing young driver crashes;  

• Promoting appropriate use of child restraints in motor vehicles;  

• Prevention of traumatic stress and posttraumatic stress disorder; 

• Violence prevention; and 

• Evidence-based digital health for better health.  
  
What is unique about Dr. Winston is her focus on research that achieves real-world 
results and saves lives. Her “research to action to impact” approach has led to patents 
and informed new products, programs, regulations and laws. 
 
Katherine Yun, MD, MHS 

Attending Physician, Division of General Pediatrics and the Refugee 
Health Program 
Faculty Member, CHOP PolicyLab  
Associate Professor of Pediatrics, UPenn 
Global Health Faculty, The David N. Pincus Global Health Fellowship 
 
Dr. Yun's research focuses on refugee and immigrant health in the US. 
In Philadelphia, she has partnered with the Bhutanese American 

Organization-Philadelphia, African Family Health Organization, and Karen community 
leaders to study health care navigation within new immigrant communities. Dr. Yun has 
also contributed to research on the prevalence of non-communicable conditions among 
US lawful permanent residents, the health status of newly-arrived refugee children in 
the US, and the health status of survivors of human trafficking in Europe and Southeast 
Asia. Clinically, she is an attending pediatrician with the CHOP Refugee Health Program 
and Puentes de Salud. Dr. Yun is also a member of the Executive Committee for the AAP 
Section on International Child Health and serves on the board of the Pennsylvania 
Immigration & Citizenship Coalition. She was raised in Asia and has previously worked, 
studied, or volunteered in Guatemala, Honduras, Indonesia and Uzbekistan. 
 
Anabel Fernández, MPH  

Global Health Program Manager, CHOP Global Health Center 
 
Anabel Fernández is the Global Health Program Manager with the 
Global Health Center at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP). 
She leads the Niños Primeros en Salud program in the Dominican 
Republic, as well as the Global Health Allies Program, and the annual 
CHOP Global Health Conference. 
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Anabel completed both her undergraduate and graduate studies in the discipline of 
Public Health, focusing on global communicable diseases. She is passionate about 
reducing health disparities in underserved communities throughout the world. Before 
joining CHOP, she was the Migrant Health and Outreach Program Manager at Southern 
Jersey Family Medical Centers, working to increase healthcare access for migrant and 
seasonal farmworkers. Previously, she was a Public Health and Community 
Development Specialist in the Peace Corps for three years, where she designed and 
implemented programs to reduce both chronic malnutrition rates among children less 
than three years old and teen pregnancy rates in a rural community in Perú. She joined 
the CHOP Global Health team in September 2020. 
 
Marissa Olson, MPH  

Program Coordinator, CHOP Global Health Center 
Fellowship Coordinator, David N. Pincus Global Health Fellowship 
 
Marissa Olson is the Global Health Center Program Coordinator at 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. She supports various global 
health programs, including initiatives in Botswana, the Dominican 
Republic, and Ghana. Additionally, she is helps coordinate the CHOP 
David N. Pincus Global Health Fellowship, the Global Health Nursing 
Fellowship, and the Global Health Allies Program. Marissa also 

provides logistical support required to host Global Health observers and visitors to 
CHOP. 
 
Marissa is passionate about increasing access to health care and health education 
globally. She focused on Global Studies, Public Health, and Spanish in her 
undergraduate studies and has had various global experiences, including interning with 
World Vision Eswatini, where she worked with the Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene 
(WASH) team focusing on menstrual hygiene. Before coming to CHOP in 2021, she 
received a Fulbright Award to teach English in a small city in Northern Spain. Marissa 
recently graduated with a Master of Public Health and a Global Health Certificate at 
Temple University. 
 
Sally Poliwoda, MPH, BSN 

Clinical Director for Global Health Nurse Fellowships, CHOP 
 
Sally Poliwoda is the Clinical Program Director of Global Health 
Nurse Fellows. She has an extensive clinical background and 
experience in program development and leadership at CHOP. She has 
held several roles ― as a Nurse Leader for the Homeless Health 
Initiative, Coordinator for the Community Nursing Advocacy 
Fellowship, and most recently as Clinical Coordinator for the CHOP 
Community COVID-19 Vaccination Program, where she helped 

vaccinate over 16,000 teachers and 10,000 students and community members in 
Philadelphia. Sally has also served as a course program co-director at the University of 
Pennsylvania and as a nurse volunteer with Puentes de Salud, a low-cost health clinic 
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serving the Hispanic community in Philadelphia. Sally is also a long-standing 
construction volunteer with Habitat for Humanity, Philadelphia.  
   
Internationally, Sally has volunteered with St. Jude Hospital in St. Lucia, West Indies 
and through the CHOP Global Health Center as a Nurse Leader for the Global Health 
Allies Program in the Dominican Republic and a Pediatric Needs Assessment project in 
Francistown, Botswana. In addition, Sally has served as a Pre-Post-Operative Nurse 
Leader on the Surgical Care Team and as Quality Assurance Officer in the Quality 
Assurance Department for Operation Smile. 
 
Mazvita Rankin, MPH 

Grants and Program Manager, CHOP Global Health Center 
 
Mazvita provides support to the Global Health faculty in grant 
prospecting, preparation, and submission, working closely with the 
Sponsored Projects Office to maximize support from external funders. 
In addition, she manages the Global Health Center’s Africa-based 
initiatives designed to build the clinical, research, and leadership 
capacity of pediatric care providers in Africa. 

Mazvita’s background is in public health, and she is passionate about improving 
maternal and child health. Previously she worked in community-based nonprofits. She 
was the Assistant Early Head Start Director at Maternity Care Coalition in Philadelphia 
and was responsible for quality assurance and compliance. After that, she was the 
Grants Manager at the Boston Area Rape Crisis Center in Massachusetts. Mazvita has 
over six years of grant writing experience. She joined the CHOP Global Health team in 
November 2017. 

Global Health Competencies 
 

The David N. Pincus Global Health Fellowship curriculum is designed to help fellows 

develop, apply and practice the following skills in a global context - leadership, clinical 

care, research, teaching and advocacy. Attaining these skills will position Pincus Global 

Health Fellows to become leaders in the field of pediatric global health.  During the 

fellowship, Fellows will achieve these goals through the following activities: 

 

➢ Fellows will enhance their leadership skills through formal and informal learning. 

Formal learning will include pursuit of master’s level studies through the London 

School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine or a similar institution, global health 

journal clubs, CHOP’s Medical Leadership Course and discussion of leadership 

articles. Informal learning will include mentoring by in-country and CHOP-based 

faculty, including 1-on-1 biweekly personal coaching with the Fellowship Director 

or Associate Director. 
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➢ Fellows will develop strong clinical, diagnostic and treatment skills with an 

emphasis on infectious diseases and malnutrition in resource scarce settings. 

Fellows will work collaboratively with clinicians in the partner country to care for 

children and adolescents in underserved areas. Their training will also include 

ongoing mentorship by Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia faculty.  

 

➢ Fellows will acquire advanced knowledge regarding healthcare delivery and 

public health problems facing children in resource-limited settings through 

experiential learning.  Their daily work will enhance their understanding of the 

impact that strained economic, social and cultural conditions place upon 

underserved populations in LMICs.  This understanding, coupled with academic 

study and experienced mentorship, will allow the fellows to develop a systematic 

approach to the challenges associated with healthcare in resource-limited 

settings.  

 

➢ Fellows will develop and implement educational interventions in their work 

setting. This will allow the Fellows to build an effective foundation for creating 

and presenting educational materials designed to advance knowledge of pediatric 

health and preventive medicine at the professional, ancillary, and community 

levels in a global context.   

 

➢ Through graduate-level academic training, Fellows will develop clinical research 

and advocacy skills highly relevant to global child health. Fellows will understand 

research design, use the principles of clinical epidemiology and evidence-based 

medicine, understand statistical analysis, and receive certification in the 

Responsible Conduct of Research. Fellows will complete at least one academic 

project and are expected to present the results of this project at national meetings 

and in a peer-reviewed journal.  

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

Delivery of Clinical Care   

Fellows will provide direct clinical care to children (0-21 years) in an LMIC under the 

supervision of a local clinician and faculty for four or more months each year of the 

fellowship. Fellows will have access to the full Global Health faculty at The Children’s 

Hospital of Philadelphia for intermittent or ongoing mentorship.   

 

In the Dominican Republic, Fellows will work with the Pediatric staff at the Centro de 

Salud Divina Providencia in Consuelo.  Clinical responsibilities will include ambulatory 

consults, preventive and urgent care visits as well as community outreach visits serving 

rural children under the age of 5 years living in low resource settings.  The Fellows will 

also provide general pediatric consultation to visiting residents, and make appropriate 

referrals when necessary.  Skills required for these activities are those obtained in a 

General Pediatrics residency.   
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The Dominican-based Fellow will also work at Clínica de Familia in La Romana.  In La 

Romana, the Fellow will provide care to pediatric patients working under the 

supervision of a staff pediatrician.  Fellows will master current diagnostic and 

therapeutic approaches to HIV-infected children, implementing these practices during 

routine preventive and urgent care ambulatory visits. 

 

In Botswana, the Fellow will do clinical service in collaboration with the University of 

Botswana and pediatric services based at Princess Marina Hospital in Gaborone, 

Botswana.  They will be active participants in the overall pediatric program of the 

University of Botswana and the Botswana-UPenn Partnership.  The fellows will provide 

clinical care to children (0-21 years) in the hospital and local clinics along with staff 

pediatricians. The Fellows will provide general pediatric consultation and make 

appropriate referrals when necessary.  Skills required for these activities are those 

obtained in a General Pediatrics residency.   

 

Delivery of Knowledge.   

Fellows will work with faculty advisors to develop, deliver and monitor the impact of 

pediatric health educational materials for professionals, communities, families and 

patients. Each Fellow will work with local healthcare professionals to identify 

educational opportunities for professional colleagues. The Fellows will coordinate 

monthly professional education sessions designed to enhance pediatric knowledge.  

These may be in the form of case presentations, lectures, group discussions, morbidity 

and mortality seminars, online learning, or journal article discussions. The Fellows will 

alternately lead some of the sessions or assist other professionals in presenting 

information in an educational setting.   

 

Additionally, Fellows will be active in developing community, family and patient 

education materials throughout their Fellowship. Fellows will work closely with local 

clinicians and faculty advisors to create educational materials for communities, families 

and patients.  Educational materials may be in a variety of formats such as print 

materials, audio-visual materials, or interactive activities.    

 

Academic Opportunities 

Fellows will be enrolled in a distance learning Master of Science program through the 
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine or similar institution during their 
Fellowship to achieve their research and educational goals. Currently, six distance-
learning programs are offered and fellows will choose one: (1) clinical trials, (2) 
demography and health, (3) epidemiology, (4) global health policy, (5) infectious 
diseases and (6) public health. These studies will take place online and will be fully 
funded by the fellowship. Coursework will begin around October of the first year of the 
fellowship and will be completed during the 3-year fellowship.  
 
Fellows will have the opportunity to design the focus of their Fellowship with the 

approval of the Fellowship Director as long as they meet the core curriculum 

https://www.lshtm.ac.uk/study/courses/ways-study/distance-learning
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requirements in clinical care and education. Opportunities for furthering their 

knowledge in clinical research, education, or research or public health will be 

prioritized.   

 

Note: If a selected fellow already has one of the degrees above, these funds may be 

applied to the fellow’s research project after discussion with the fellowship director. 

 

Faculty and Mentorship 

The David N. Pincus Global Health Fellowship has a rich diversity of faculty members 

with expertise ranging from infectious disease, adolescent medicine, emergency 

medicine, to education, primary care, and nutrition.  Faculty members are either 

associated with Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and the University of Pennsylvania 

School of Medicine or with our partner sites.  Faculty members have an interest in 

global health activities and are available to support the Fellow’s clinical, educational or 

research activities depending upon his or her needs and interests.  

Each fellow, with the assistance of the fellowship director, chooses a primary faculty 
research mentor during the first three to four months of the fellowship and will meet 
regularly throughout the fellowship with him/her. Faculty mentors maintain regular 
contact with the Fellow (via both in-person and other means including telephone, 
WhatsApp, email, etc.) and provide mentorship as needed throughout the research 
study. Additionally, each fellow also has a bi-weekly conference call with the fellowship 
director or associate director. 

Scholarly Activity 

Fellows are expected to complete an approved Scholarly Activity to achieve certification 

in their Global Health Fellowship. Faculty mentors will support the Fellow as they 

evaluate and determine the focus for their Fellowship and Scholarly Activity.  Mentors 

will provide logistical support and academic guidance to the Fellow as the Scholarly 

Activity proceeds.  Mentors will evaluate the Fellows’ progress at regular intervals and 

provide feedback to assure a successful implementation of their Scholarly Activity. 

Examples of such activities include; 

➢ Community-based research of health knowledge (assessment of a particular 
disease, practitioner knowledge, development and implantation of 
educational program, and outcomes research to demonstrate effectiveness of 
educational strategy).  

➢ Development of a surveillance tool to monitor a particular infectious disease, 
implementation of the tool in the target community, and outcomes research 
demonstrating efficacy.  

Scholarly Activities will be presented at the annual Global Health Conference at CHOP.  

Fellows will also be expected to present their Scholarly Activity at a national meeting 

through a poster or abstract, and/or publish in a national or international journal.   

 

Additionally each fellow will have a Scholarly Oversight Committee (SOC) with 

members chosen by the fellow and the fellowship leadership to optimally help the fellow 
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achieve her/his fellowship goals and support career development. SOC’s meet every 6 

months. 

 

Evaluation 

Fellows’ performance will be evaluated annually by their faculty mentor.  There will be 

monitoring and ongoing feedback by the Fellowship Director and the primary faculty 

mentor throughout the fellowship, as outlined above.  Fellows will also provide semi-

annual evaluations of the fellowship.   

 

PEDIATRIC COMPETENCIES 

Competency 1: Advocacy 

1. Policy. Understand the impact of local, national, and international policy on 

healthcare access, health-seeking behaviors, and health disparities among 

populations.   

2. Understanding systems of care and social determinants of health.  

3. Ethical partnerships. Define, develop a practical understanding of, and carry out 

ethical partnerships.  

Competency 2: Education.  

1. Teaching. Effectively teach students, residents, peers, and community members. 

Assess learner needs, provide mentorship, develop plans for improvement, and use 

established evaluation methods. 

2. Evaluation of learners. Communicate goals and objectives with local and visiting 

learners and use established evaluation tools to provide constructive feedback.  

 

Competency 3: Scholarly Activity/Research 

1. Evaluation of evidence and study design.     

2. Quality improvement. Participate in ongoing QI initiatives at clinical sites; 

understand development and implementation of QI efforts based on 

established methods.  

3. Responsible conduct of research. 

4. Scientific communication. Present and publish research results using oral and 

written formats.  
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Competency 4: Leadership and Career Development 

1. Professionalism; global health leadership and administration. Practice 

skills of culturally sensitive leadership and cultural humility, participate in local 

leadership meetings, examine and discuss differences in leadership styles across 

cultures, participate in budgeting/finance planning for GH projects. 

2. Career planning. Formulate clear career goals, develop a clear plan for achieving 

each, participate in networking opportunities, discuss various global health career 

options with mentors across sectors.  

 

Competency 5: Global Health Clinical Practice 

1. Patient care. Identify and manage acute presentations of endemic/ tropical diseases 

as well as childhood presentations of chronic disease, including TB and HIV infection 

or exposure. Follow local and WHO treatment guidelines.  

2. Medical knowledge and Evidence based practice.  Understand health 

indicators and epidemiologic tools to monitor impact of health interventions; describe 

interaction between infectious diseases and malnutrition. 

3. Communication skills. Communicate with local colleagues, peers, and families in a 

culturally sensitive manner.  

 

 
Acknowledgment:  
  
Competencies adapted from The Core Curriculum Requirements. Educational Principles of the 
Accreditation Process. (2023). APA Educational Guidelines for Pediatric Global Health Fellowship 
Accreditation. Academic Pediatric Association Website; Pediatric Global Health Fellowship Accreditation 
Eligibility - Academic Pediatric Association (academicpeds.org).  
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Administrative Information 
 

I. BENEFITS  

• Annual base salary: Children’s Hospital standard for academic fellows based 
on PGY status 

• Full benefits package standard for academic fellows at The Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia; vacation, medical, dental, prescription, and 
disability insurance, travel and evacuation insurance, 403(b) retirement 
account.  

• Annual roundtrip ticket to global health site.  

• 1 month of rent at site within a budget of $1000. 

• Full tuition for the coursework at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 

Medicine or an equivalent institution (or funding for research, if fellow 

already has a pertinent master-level degree) 

 
II. ELIGIBILITY 
The David N. Pincus Global Health Fellowship seeks motivated pediatricians to 
apply for a three-year fellowship.  Those who meet the following minimum 
requirements may be invited to interview with the faculty and staff in Philadelphia: 

• Either an M.D. or D.O. degree 

• Must have completed a pediatric or medicine-pediatrics residency at an 
accredited residency program. Subspecialists are also welcome to apply. 

• Board Certified or Board Eligible.   

• Must hold a license to practice medicine in the State of Pennsylvania and will 
be appointed to the Perelman School of Medicine at the University of 
Pennsylvania in the Division of General Pediatrics.  To obtain faculty 
appointment, Fellows will need to satisfy the requirements required by the 
Division of General Pediatrics and those of the Medical Staff Affairs office at 
the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.   

• US citizens and permanent residents will be given priority in consideration for 
Fellowship positions.   

 
III. APPLICATION PROCESS  
The following are the necessary documents to submit to apply:  
1) Application:  Candidates must submit a completed electronic application form 

(including ECFMG certificate number and visa information, if a foreign medical 
graduate). Applications are available here and will only be accepted 
electronically.   

2) Letters of Recommendation:  Candidates must provide three letters of 
recommendation from professional colleagues familiar with the applicant’s 
recent professional work, medical school transcript, and curriculum vitae.  
Letters should be sent electronically to globalhealthcenter@chop.edu   

3) Personal Statement:  Candidates must submit a one-page summary highlighting 
their interests, purpose and career goals as they pertain to the fellowship. 

4) CV:  Candidates must submit a detailed and current curriculum vitae 

https://redcap.chop.edu/surveys/?s=N9KKK8399WL7A88R
mailto:globalhealthcenter@chop.edu
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5) Medical License: Candidates must submit a current US license to practice 
medicine. Before commencing fellowship, selected candidates must apply for and 
gain a license to practice in the state of Pennsylvania.   

 
IV. TIME TABLE 
The next Fellowship cycle for which we will accept applications is 2025-2028. We 
will start accepting applications from September 1, 2024. Applicants are encouraged 
to apply as early as possible. Applications will close October 18, 2024. Interviews are 
scheduled for qualified applicants on a rolling basis after receipt of all application 
documents, and will be virtual. 
 
If you need any information in the meantime, please contact us via email at 
globalhealthcenter@chop.edu.  
 
Applicants will also be chosen on a rolling basis throughout the interview process – 
so please apply early! The next three-year Fellowship commences in July 2025, at 
which time each Fellow must be available to begin orientation in Philadelphia.    
 
For additional information, interested applicants should contact Fellowship 
Coordinator, Marissa Olson at olsonmk@chop.edu  or the Fellowship Director 
Andrew Steenhoff, MB BCh, DCH steenhoff@chop.edu.  
 
The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia and the University of Pennsylvania are equal 
opportunity affirmative action employers. Women and minorities are encouraged to 
apply. 

mailto:globalhealthcenter@email.chop.edu
mailto:olsonmk@chop.edu
mailto:steenhoff@chop.edu

